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Homework 1
1
Contrabands are unauthorized items or goods that are brought into or found in prisons. It's usually a criminal offense to own or bring a contraband item into the prison premises. They include communication gadgets, drugs, and weapons. These items get into the prison through smuggling by prison visitors, prison security personnel and new inmates (Cheeseman, 2014). Contrabands pose a particular risk to this environment and therefore there is the need for thorough detection and confiscation of these items before they get into the wrong hands.
It is important for the prisons to control contrabands in prisons for various reasons. Contraband can act as a source of power for prisoners over others. Prisoners who have the monopoly of contrabands such as weapons and drugs can use them to blackmail fellow prisoners and organize prison violence (Simmons, 2017). The prisoners can also use these contrabands to start gambling and ask for protection. The overall effect of gambling and blackmailing is payback violence and destabilized security within prison walls. It is important to confiscate weapons to prevent rampant killings, suicides, and injuries within prison walls. According to Morris and Worrall (2014), drugs and money can be used to bribe prison staff to escape prison or gain access to more contraband. Mobile phones can be used to blackmail and threaten witnesses in undergoing investigations. Confiscation prevents the intrusion into legal processes. It's also important to prevent entry of illicit drugs into prisons because these drugs contribute to violence, disorderliness, and deaths. The search for contraband creates conflicts between the inmates and prison staff (Simmons, 2017). This is because the owners of this contraband feel that their bargaining power in prison has been taken away. They, therefore, tend to become defiant, violent and irritable. Inmates may feel that their privacy has been intruded during these searches.
In conclusion, contrabands are illegal items and can destabilize security within prisons by acting as sources of power and as weapons to attack fellow inmates. Others such as mobile phones can be used to blackmail and block legal processes outside prison. The need for prevention of access to contraband creates conflicts between staff and inmates. However, the overall benefit of prison searches is very important in the maintenance of prison security and order.
2
Security Threat Groups are formal or informal groups of prison inmates.  They are organized in prisons but their activities can be felt outside.  Their memberships require commitment, mutual respect, and loyalty. They operate under strict rules and codes (Schmalleger et al., 2014). Their behavior is usually violence and hostility towards rival gangs and prison warden.  They deal in contraband such as drugs, money, and weapon thus running a form of underground economy.
Some investigators describe these groups as domestic terrorist groups. Their argument is that they deal with illegal items such as weapons and drugs. They sponsor violence within prisons whereby many inmates and wardens are seriously injured or killed (Jongman, 2017).  These are acts of terror.  Through contraband such as mobile phone, they are able to organize assault, blackmailing, murder and kidnapping outside prison by using other people. Their influence over gangs in the street enables them to sponsor terror in the community (Jongman, 2017). In my opinion, this description of the STGs as domestic terror groups is appropriate because their acts of violence, assault, murder and kidnapping in and out of prison are acts of terrorism. 
In conclusion, Security Threat Groups pose a major challenge to safety within and outside the prison and thus should be handled as domestic terror groups. Their organized terror operations and handling of illegal goods interrupt the normal operations of the correction facilities and the outside community.
3
Reentry programs are strategies that are put in place to receive prisoners back in the society. Most prisoners after being released from prison do not have money, jobs, a place to live and sometimes people to talk to (Moore, 2016). They are therefore exposed to the same pressures that landed them in prison. Reentry programs can be provided by prison facilities before a prisoner is released or by an outside facility.  It's important to ensure that ex-offenders are properly absorbed back into the society. 
Different questions and issues need to be addressed when designing a reentry program for nonviolent offenders.  According to Epperson and Sarpiya (2016), the first question to be addressed is whether nonviolent offender understands the need for the process. Will the program be successful or a waste of money? Is the program likely to fully prepare the nonviolent offender to be accepted back in the society?  Will the offender be able to finish the program?  Is the society read to accept the offender and do they understand the need for the program? Some of the activities to be included in the program include counseling both the nonviolent offender and the family, creating awareness of the program to the society and providing education courses to those willing to go back to school (Moore, 2016). They can also be offered jobs, money and a place to stay before they can settle down on the own. 
In conclusion, reentry programs are very important in successfully accepting nonviolent offenders back in the society. They enable them to smoothly transit into the society and prevent them from going back to the criminal life. To achieve this, different issues must be addressed in the program such as the overall benefit of the program and if the offender is ready to be incorporated into the society. Activities that I recommend for inclusion into the program include the provision of counseling, education, money and a job to the offender.
4
Special Housing Units or SHUs are rooms where very violent criminals are confined in isolation for a given period of time as a form of punishment. It is an extreme form of punishment whereby the prisoner is denied any form of human contact (Smith, 2015). Some of the behaviors that can earn one such form of punishment include persistent violence and noncompliance and being found in possession of contraband. They can also be used to prevent prisoners from committing suicide by preventing the access to tools of self-harm.
In my opinion, SHUs are not a good solution for the realities in the today's prisons. Lack of human contact can predispose the inmate to psychological trauma and depression (Stone, 2017). Some prisoners even become mad during and after release from these units.  Their physiological status can deteriorate due to prolonged physical inactivity (Stone, 2017).  They may develop anxiety attacks, migraines, and high blood pressure. Some inmates even develop suicidal tendencies after being released due to the mental torture.
In conclusion, I think SHUs should not be used as the solution to the realities in prisons due to the serious negative effects on the health of the inmate. They should use other forms of punishment such confinement to isolated rooms but which allow human contact or denying the offender privileges such as entertainment and visiting the gym.  
5
Pretrial confinement refers to the physical restraint that is imposed on a person waiting for disposition of charges. It is imposed on an individual by order of authorities (Seiter, 2016). The purposes for pretrial confinement include preservation of the judicial integrity and witness protection. The alternatives to pretrial confinement include, release under least restrictive conditions, conditions on liberty and restriction in lieu of arrest (Leka, 2017). 
In release under least restrictive conditions, the court releases the suspect under the least restrictive conditions to ensure that defendant can attend proceedings in the court. In restriction in lieu of arrest, the defendant is ordered to remain within specified limits such as school or home (Leka, 2017). In the conditions of liberty, the person is ordered to refrain from doing specific acts.
In conclusion, the alternatives to pretrial confinement aim at giving the defendant some form of freedom, allow active participation in drug treatment and prevent psychological trauma that might hinder the defendant from defending him/herself.
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